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| Moscow-dea th 
man. ‘knew of 
embassy spy’ 


eee by. NIGEL. WADE: in Moscow 
Met tt ‘the Midland Bank 
3 representative ‘found dead after phinging 
' from a Moscow: ‘apartment in. .June, gave. a 
warning of Sa spy: in the British Embassy,” 
two. days before his. death. ‘ 


Mr ‘Skinner; '$4, had worked in .Moscow. since 
‘1967 and was-doyen of the British sustness community, 
' On the ‘afternoon of June 


115. he appeared at the door of 
la neighbouring ‘ British - busi-: 
nessman, Mr. Bill. Cane, im 


{ Rank-Xerox. gave 
| Wife, ‘Mrs, ValCaiie-a. and 
weitten,. fool note: 


. Mrs-Cane-told-me yesterday: 
“It. just saids ‘l-believe that 
when I go-to the embassy -this’ 
evening.-for the Queen's birth:. 
day ‘party I will be.. arrested. 
Please: go to the embassy: for 
guards to be there. in -case, 1 
try .to make’ a. run for it’. 


Mrs Cane continued: “ The 
note’ said if :he was arrested 
he would not get' out alive. 
Then it said ‘that there was a 
spy in the British Embassy and 
at the bottom it said‘: ‘ Please 
do this for me or Tam a 
dead man'.” 

The “apparent meaning Af the 
letter is that he feared Soviets 
would’ arrest him: as he ‘went 
to the embassy ‘reception and 
he was asking for British ‘em 
assy people have “ guards.” 
ie. British sécusity personnel, 
on hand to help him in case he 
managed’ to. break away” if 
arrested. 

On: the morning . of “Friday, 
June 17, foreign residents going 
te work hear& a crash and 
found’ Mr Skinner's body. on 
the ground beside: his 16-storey 
apartment : block. 

A bhhe "sweater was pulled’ 
over his'heatt. and: the diside’ 
of his, deft mone leg: was’ 
en 


“upto ‘the==sittin, 
for’ f of Mr Skinners Tae 12th- 
oor fla was sWingi: 
open.in the breeze... 7 


Wh inquest oh Mr Skin er 
whith opened .at Croydon ron 
{Months ‘ago,“is ‘to “be resumed 
im -secrecy for reasons t which 
are ‘believed: sto be. connected 
with: :security 
“Mand Ms Cane-said! ‘¥ester- 
day they “had sent  statéments 
to the coroner, through he 
British Embassy, - and x believe 
‘that ‘the embassy: had” ‘also for ie 
warted. Mr. bilosere: aratndfic. 
note.- * 
Thev -said they were con- 
cerned at “the: ‘time -that- Mr 
Skinner should’ be helped. and 
had expected’ the embassy ta. 
put him-on the first’ plane: home. 
He-had a valid exit visa and 
1a British _ Airways’ ticket for 
Monday. June 20, when he: wa’ 
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|due tobe‘ in England for a 
business meeting. 

Either it was senuine or it 
was all in his mind,” said Mr 
Cane.. 

Either way, you would have 
jlo ‘take it seriously.” 

! Mr Skinner handed his note 
ta Mrs Cane at about 3 pm. 
7 “the 15th and Mr Cane took 

directly ‘to the embassy, 
where he was received by Mr 
John = Burnett, the — senior 
security officer. 

Mr Gane said he pointed Mr 
Skinner out to Mr Burnet at 
the Queen's birthday party that 
evening and they had a talk. 


- When Mr Cane later asked 
Mr Skinner bow he was, the 
banker replied: “We are not 
out of the woods -xet.” 

Mr.Cane said the embassy 
security. official told him’ that 
Mr Skinner would be taken 
care of. . 

The next Mr Cane heard of 
him was when a colleague 
‘ broke the news of his death on 
Friday morning. 

“It has since heen established 
that the embassy arranged for 
Mr Skinner to stay the night 
6f Wednesday the lth at the 
flat of Mr ‘Simon Butt, a second 
secretary. 


Attended reception 


“On Tharsday the 16th he was 
interviewed ‘by the British 
Embassy's - second-in-command. 
Mr David Ratford, and Mr 
Burnett. of. seruritv. 

i"He attended’ a. reception for for 
the Birmiin gaan 


“Commer a the, Prag live 


taurant. on. Thursday. naght., 
About two bours before, hia 
body was found be madé an 


ty Continued on Back P, Cot 7 
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¢ ‘telephone.‘call :to 
“ his: shome,: sand 


wha. “was - with: Bim in ~ Mpscow 
for a time, but:went:to Baglend 
about two _yeats_Jago.. ne 


It was understood: in “Moscow. 


tHét that this was for the bene- 
fit of thejr., YOURE; spn’s-school- 
ing, 

“Mr. Skinner’ s. ‘business. card 
‘showed’ ‘We''was. an.M BE. 


“Mrs Skinner also has, ‘another: 


‘son’ bya. pre ‘ious: marriage. ito 
a Rassian:: This;.son’ is- also be: 
: Hevedto. be in. England. : 


He was a: “Member of the 
governing “poard. of: ‘Moscow's 
, Anglo-American school..but his . 
| friends ° were few, he: seemed ill 
‘at ease in social company and 


‘colleagues recall him ‘as de-- 


pressed ‘and lonely. -- 


A fellow foreign banker said 
he “often foutid Mr Skinner sit- 
ting at‘ his‘desk reading a thick 
paperback, ‘apparently , because 
the banking business .was ‘so 
slow. | 

: Members of the small British 
icommunity -in Moscow believe 
Mr Skinner may have-developed 
some.kind of persecution mania, 
but speculation continues ‘as to 
whether he. could -have peed 
involved ‘in. e&pionage. and, 
so, for whom.. 


_ ‘Whatever Jit was, “to: him-it- 
was real,” said Mrs, Cane. “He® 


lokoed ‘a very. frig’ iterted ° ,man 
‘when he’ came to me.” 


The’ Canes. ‘were shocked to’ 


hear: of Mr *Skinner’s ‘apparent 
fall- ‘because -théy believed he 
was in-the care of the embassy. 
Mr. Cane: avent: _immediatelv’ 
to the embassy: and, saw’ Mr 
Ratford ‘and. Mr° Burnett. 


Feared,. arrest ’ 


- He said -he ‘asked. them how 
Mr . Skinner had ' come. tu be 
back in his: ep cr eDe unaccom- 
panied. 4 

“-Phev said. they: had, a. long 
chat “with: him the’ day ‘before 
and: that,’ ashe: was. affaid he 
would.. be. arrested ‘'at_ the air- 
port, he had thought. it best 


not. 'to ‘change’ his ‘travel’ plats © 


in.case this aroused suspicion.” 


Mr Cane said: he’ asked if the: 


saibaee doctor ‘was: "present 
when. Mr.-Skinner was inter- 
viewed sand: was: very, surprised 
wher he ‘was * =told no. 


“sWhen J: ‘asked ‘them, ‘why-he 


‘was left. alone,’ they said they. 
rything they’ could: 


had tried ‘ever 
“He Stave ‘With’ Mr ‘Batt ‘on 


Wednes lay on night. On. Thursday 


they had'a long” talk: with -him 


and he ‘had ‘stigeested he shauld. Z 


te 
sonaded:| tobe: in: distress. 


cdfry on: as nornial until ‘hi 


Planned departure on Monday. 


“Mr Cane said he was told tha 
Mr * ‘Skinner ,did have “som 
problems and: worries, but noti 
ing abnormal.” 


Me Cane was told that th- 

embassy | had’ offered ‘to kewy 
someone’ with Mr ‘Skinner ove: 
the weekend. but that he bed 
said it would be better if he 
went on in chis own away. 
““Mr Skinner’ had ‘expected to 
finish’ hts’ Moscow posting. las: 
May,‘ colleagues -said. but thi- 
was ‘later ‘changed -fto. Septem 
her: Pe 

“He “represented [LC I the 
computer firm.in Moscow from 
1968 before changing to the 
Midland’ Bank in 1976. 


Tn the past year or, two be 


had given up alcohol and 
tobacco and become a jogge:. 
But. some colleagues had 


heard that. he had started 
‘drinking again and he had told 
some he was having trouble 
sleeping because he no tonerr 
smoked. 

He was believed to be takins 
anti-smoking pills. 


‘Talks with Ambassador ’ 


Mr Nick Burton, formerly Mr 
Skinyer’s. deputy in Moscow, 
and Mr John Segar, [ast Euro. 
pean regional manager for the 
Midland Bank, arrived in 
Moscow in the’ week following 
Mr Skinner's: death. 

‘Several: foreign businessmen 
have. quoted them. as saying 
they spent.a total of 14 hours 


-with the British Ambassador, 


Sir lain’ Sutherland, in one of 
the embassy’s “ leak proof” 


"secure rooms. 


But. Mr and Mrs Cane said 
the ‘embassv did not tell the 
two. bank officials about Mr 
Skinner's urgent note,’ which 
the Canes call“ a cry for help.” 

Mr Cane‘said the bank men 
learned. of the note by chance. 
near the end ‘of their. stay. from 
another - British businessman 
resident in: Moscow. 

A neighbour in the bleak 


‘tower block where Mr Ski noet 


lived said he met him conting 
back from a jog two or three 
weeks. before his death and 
asked ‘why he was hot at work. 

Mr. Skinner . replied that .he 
had so little time left he had 
to make. the. most of it. 


Foreign Office silent 


. Our. ---.. DipLomatic STARF 
writes: ‘The Foreign Office Peac- 
ted with “no. comment" to 
questions: about the Skinner 
case vwsterdayv: A spokes 


. Said -because of the inquest tte 


matter was sub judice. 
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